Graduate medical education in surgery in the United States.
Each year, approximately 1000 graduating medical students enter 5-year residency programs in general surgery. Their salaries are funded by the federal government. Following 5 years of general surgery training, approximately 70% of graduates enroll in a specialty fellowship. Surgery training currently faces a number of challenges, including the diminishing attractiveness of surgery as a career, attrition from residency programs, mandated work hour limits, extensive service requirements in the hospital environment, increasing specialization, and changing patient expectations about the role of residents in their care, among others. In the face of these challenges, the profession is beginning to respond to the need for positive change in the process of training surgeons.